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Dear Friends, 

Welcome to Fairness West Virginia’s 2020 Gala: A Fairer Future. This year 
has brought many unexpected twists and turns, and we still find ourselves 
amid a clash of two visions. On one side we have people like Delegate Eric 
Porterfield, who hates the LGBTQ community so passionately he hinted he 
would drown his own children if they came out to him. 

On the other side are those of you fighting for A Fairer Future. 

This vision for a West Virginia that welcomes all instead of telling some they aren’t welcome, that 
enjoys growth instead of isolation and decline, that retains its young people instead of watching them 
move away after graduation, is the centerpiece of this year’s gala. 

A thirteenth West Virginia community voted in January to protect its LGBTQ residents from 
discrimination. If Athens, a small town in the middle of Porterfield’s conservative district, can envision a 
fairer future for its people, then the whole state of West Virginia surely isn’t far behind. The people of 
our state are ready for the Fairness Act, and more state leaders are joining our effort every day to 
finally get it passed. 

To ensure that young LGBTQ people are happy and healthy, our state must pass the Youth Mental 
Health Protection Act. Every major medical association agrees that conversion therapy is dangerous 
and harmful. And we’re fighting for Angel’s Law, a proposal to update our hate crimes law to include 
protections for LGBTQ people. 

Our transgender visibility organizer has worked tirelessly to train doctors and nurses across the state to 
ensure they are able to provide competent and compassionate care to transgender people. No one 
should have to drive out of state to find medical care. Earlier this year, we were able to launch an 
interactive Trans Health Guide on our website, so transgender people can find good doctors in their 
own communities. 

When we fight to end discrimination against the LGBTQ community, when we push for an end to the 
dangerous and discredited practice of conversion therapy, when we demand that our community finally 
be protected from hate crimes like other marginalized groups, when we work to build a trans-inclusive 
community, we do so not just for ourselves, but also for the next generation. 

But let’s be clear: the struggle for that future will not be easy. Fortunately, Porterfield was soundly 
defeated in his primary earlier this year, but there will always be someone trying to block our progress. 
And the Porterfields of our Legislature are just as motivated as we are. In fact, they appear more 
emboldened than ever. They won’t be giving up after suffering so many defeats, and neither can we. 

Nothing less than A FAIRER FUTURE for West Virginia is at stake. 

 

 

Andrew Schneider 
Executive Director 



aboutOUR STORY
Fairness West Virginia is the civil rights organization for the Mountain 
State’s LGBTQ community. Our mission is to ensure that lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender West Virginians can be open, honest and safe 
at home, at work and in the community. Fairness was founded ten years 
ago by Stephen Skinner, who went on to become the state’s first openly 
gay state legislator, and a group of committed individuals from across the 
state. 

From an initial series of small, grassroots meetings to a now vibrant  
organization with thousands of dedicated supporters from every part of 
the state, Fairness has continued to grow and lead pro-equality efforts 
in the state. Fairness West Virginia Institute, the public education and  
outreach arm of the organization, tells powerful stories about LGBTQ 
West Virginians and our allies, and looks forward to the day when all 
of West Virginia’s citizens are equal and treated with the fairness and  
dignity they deserve. 

To stay informed and get involved, please sign up for regular updates at 
fairnesswv.org.



Who we are - staff and board listing
WHO WE ARE

Staff

Board of Directors
Aisha Reikow, Chair FWVI, Martinsburg
Patrick Folio, Chair FWV, Clarksburg
Jan Rader, Vice-Chair FWVI & FWV, Huntington
Chris Walters, Treasurer FWVI & FWV, Charleston
Danielle Stewart, Secretary FWVI & FWV, Beckley
Chris Middleton, FWVI & FWV, Lost River
Joseph Merceruio, FWVI & FWV, Martinsburg
Donte Newsom, FWVI & FWV, Fairmont
Rev. Jim Wicker, FWVI & FWV, Hurricane

Andrew Schneider, Executive Director
Jake Jarvis, Communications Manager
Natasha Stone, Transgender Visibility Organizer
Erin Hart, Administrative Assistant

Fairness West Virginia @FairnessWV@FairnessWV



OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rosemary Ketchum never imagined she 
would run for office, much less make  
history by doing so. In June of this year, 
she became the first openly transgender 
elected official in our state. She was born 
into a working class family in Ohio, but 
found her way to West Virginia in high 
school after a house fire forced her family 
to go through a brief period of  
homelessness.

She chose to stay in West Virginia, and she 
chose to fight every day to make her city 
of Wheeling a better place. After working 
with the city’s Human Rights Commission, 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
of Greater Wheeling, and the American 
Civil Liberties Union of West Virginia, she 
launched her campaign for city council.

At every turn, Rosemary overcame  
adversity and showed us that if you work 
hard and put your best foot forward, you 
can accomplish anything. And her  
election is helping us correct the  
incorrect and negative stereotypes that 
many people have about West Virginia. 
She’s showing the world that our state is a 
place where everybody belongs, and it’s a 
place where we treat others with  
dignity and respect.



I want to thank and acknowledge the  
following people for their above and  
beyond assistance in making Fairness 
West Virginia Institute’s A Fairer Future 
Gala possible:

• Event Chair Aisha Reikow, for  
dedicating so much of her time and  
energy toward organizing this gala

• All of the members of the gala’s  
planning committee: Patrick Folio,  
Joseph Mercurio, Chris Walters, Jan 
Rader, Donte Newsom, Chris  
Middleton, and our staff

• Each and every one of our dedicated 
board members

• All of our generous financial supporters
• All of our volunteers

Michael Manypenny II
Sen. Bob Beach
Chuck Smith
Del. Evan Hansen
Joey Garcia
Del. Margaret A. Staggers, MD
Grapes & Grains Gourmet
JB and Wendy McCuskey
Natalie Tennant
Del. Jason Barrett
Chad Johnson
Mary Anderson
Temple Israel Social Action Committee
Edward Svehlik
Del. Andrew Byrd
High Country Boutique
Epiphany Consulting
Raymond Stephens
Del. Mike Pushkin
Dawn Warfield
Raymond Stephens
Timothy Nelms

SPECIAL THANKS
Student Scholarship 
Sponsors



MASTER OF CEREMONIES

EXPANDING FAIRNESS LOCALLY

Chris Walters is the treasurer of Fairness 
West Virginia and Fairness West Virginia 
Institute. He is a former state Senator. As 
the first elected Republican in the state  
Legislature to be the lead sponsor the 
Fairness Act, Chris has long stood out as a 
supporter of equality for all people. Chris 
is the owner of Integrity Insurance Group, 
and is currently running for a seat in the 
West Virginia House of Delegates.

We’re active all year 
round! Interested in 
bringing fairness to 

your city? Email us at 
info@fairnesswv.org 

to get started.





We appreciate the power of working 
together to build a stronger community 
for all.  



North Central Distributors is proud to sponsor
Fairness West Virginia’s 2019 A Fairer Future Gala.2020



Preston & salango, Pllc, tera salango resPonsible attorney





Toll-free:1-877-565-4423
camc.org/RyanWhite

to increase access to services for individuals 
at-risk, or infected with, HIV disease and to 
provide quality, comprehensive patient care 
in a safe environment for all, including 
LGBTQ West Virginians.

CAMC Memorial 
Hospital

Charleston, WV

1838 Harper Road
Beckley, WV

Our missionOur missionOur missionOur mission...

“Strong Cities for a 
Stronger West Virginia”



2020 FAIRNESS 
WEST VIRGINIA

GALA

proudly sponsoring the

WVSOM.edu

 West Virginia School of  
Osteopathic Medicine

We would like to thank Fairness West Virginia for its tireless work 
on behalf of our LGBTQ community. 

 

 
 

B’nai Sholom Congregation 
949 10th Avenue Huntington, WV 25701 
(304) 522-2980/www.wv-bnaisholom.org 

Rabbi Robert D Judd 
 
 



 
NMLS ID# 208516

For informational purposes only. All mortgage loan applicants are subject 
to underwriting and quali�cation guidelines. This is not a commitment to 
lend.  Integrity Home Mortgage Corporation is licensed by Virginia State 
Corporation Commission License #MC-3599, also licensed in MD, PA and 
WV.  NMLS ID #208516 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).

When carving out a home for 
your family...

...treat yourself to a lender 
with Integrity.

 
NMLS ID# 208516

Quintez 
McDonald-Gibson
Mortgage Loan Originator

NMLS ID# 1037400
304.820.7630

TeamQuintez.com

Happy 
Halloween!



Highmark WV is proud to 
be a partner in pride with 
Fairness West Virginia. 
Let’s keep moving forward 
towards inclusion and 
equality — when we work 
together, we can continue 
to build a fairer future.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of  West Virginia is an independent  
licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.  8/20 MX51648



Helping & Caring  
for People— 

That’s What I Do.

This is an advertisement

Responsible Attorney: 
James F. Humphreys

Representing our community for over 35 
years! If you’ve been wronged or injured and 

need help—give me a call!

Charleston: 304-347-5050
www.JamesFHumphreys.com

James F. Humphreys & Associates, L.C.
James F. Humphreys Responsible Attorney 

This is an advertisement



AFT-West Virginia proudly supports Fairness 
WV and their mission to ensure all             

West Virginians can be open, honest and safe 
at home, at work, and in the community. 

1320 Kanawha Blvd., East   
Charleston, WV 25301 

304-344-2679 
1-800-222-9838  
www.aftwv.org 

WE STAND WITH 
FAIRNESS  
WEST VIRGINIA 
IN SUPPORT OF A
FAIRER FUTURE.

law.wvu.edu



 

First Baptist Church 

 

 901 Fairmont Avenue, Fairmont, WV 26554        
304-366-2391 

Rev. Valerie Gittings, Pastor 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
 

Sunday School—9:30 AM 
Worship— 10:45 AM  

      Wednesday Dinner Church—5:30 PM 
 

 

Congratulations to Fairness WV for 
perseverance in  moving toward the 

goal of Justice for All! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WANT TO BE A LGBT+ SUPERHERO? 
 

Join the WVCADV Rainbow Justice 
League today! 

Fighting heterosexism, homophobia, and transphobia 
across West Virginia and beyond. 

 
 
The Rainbow Justice League meets quarterly.  WVCADV can 
cover mileage expenses and ZOOM participation is 
available. Allies are welcome to attend.  
 
For more information, please contact Kenyatta Grant kgrant@wvcadv.org. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City National Bank is always there for you — whether you need to 
make a quick ATM withdrawal or you’re managing your accounts 
from home. We offer free online banking, including a convenient 
mobile app, mobile deposit, eStatements and more. Bank with 
City and you get: 

There’s more to City National Bank. To learn more, contact your local branch or 
visit bankatcity.com/get50 

Limited time offer. BONUS: To earn the $50 direct deposit bonus, you must establish a qualified recurring direct deposit of $200 or more into the account. The bonus will be deposited into the new 
account 91 days after account opening if a payroll, pension, Social Security or similar payment has been electronically deposited into the account within 90 days of account opening. Limitations: The 
bonus cannot be used as the opening deposit. Offer not available to existing checking account customers, those with fiduciary accounts or those whose account has been closed. Limit 1 bonus per 
household. Bonus may be reported on 1099. $25 minimum deposit required to open account.  

















We are making our city great again...together.

Let’s finish what 
we started.

stevewilliams2020.com
Paid for by the committee to elect Steve Williams • Marc Williams, Treasurer



Representing more than
550 businesses in

Cabell & Wayne counties

OPEN
To All





PAID BY LOVEJOY FOR HOUSE

RE-EL
ECT



Complex Litigation  •  Criminal Defense  •  Appeals

www.hfdrlaw.com  |  681-265-3802
707 Virginia Street East  |  Suite 260  |  Charleston, WV 25301

H F
RD

Responsible attorney Michael B. Hissam.

HISSAM • FORMAN
   DONOVAN • RITCHIE PLLC



First Presbyterian Church
456 Spruce Street
Morgantown, WV 26501

304 296-8236

Our LGBTQ
community has 
served at every 
level in our church 
from Pastor to 
valued member. 
All are welcome 
and cherished at 
FPC.

FPC,
WELCOMING 

DIVERSITY
ALWAYS

Member FDIC. © 2020 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

Welcome 
to all.



















Monday - Friday
11 am-2 pm / 5 pm-9 pm

Saturday
5 pm-10 pm

Sunday 
10 am-2 pm

Creative American Cuisine

Authentic Hospitality
.

www.sargassomorgantown.com

304-554-0100

215 Don Knotts Blvd. Morgantown, WV



OLD WORLD BREADS & PASTRIES

We love to bake and create delicious desserts 
and foods that the whole family can enjoy.                  

Pastries - Cakes - Sandwiches - Donuts - Cupcakes 
Holiday Stollen - Gift Baskets

100 W. German Street - Shepherdstown, WV
www.wvbakery.com

304.876.2432







CASCI is committed to 
diversity and inclusion.

To fulfi ll our mission of providing valuable health benefi t services 
to customers, we rely on our talented associates and 

their different experiences and backgrounds. 
When associates are valued equally, it makes the company stronger.

Begin your future at cascicareers.com

Connect with us @CASCIwv






