
HB 4011: Classroom Gag Order

1. Our state is experiencing a major teacher shortage. 
The WV Board of Education says our classrooms are 
short at least 1,000 certified teachers. This bill will 
drastically increase the workload of many teachers, and 
will put teachers at an even greater risk of harassment 
and intimidation. More teachers are going to leave the 
profession, and our students can’t afford for this  
shortage to get worse.

2. This bill is trying to fix a problem that doesn’t exist. It 
stems from a nationwide attempt to ban Critical Race 
Theory — a collegiate level course that is not a part 
of the curriculum in any K-12 school in West Virginia. 
This bill purports to be about transparency, but our 
schools are already transparent. The WVBOE publishes 
everything students are expected to learn in its Content 
Standards & Objectives (CSOs).

3. Slavery was an evil institution, and educators should 
be able to teach its history accurately and without  
government overreach. This bill won’t let them. This 
bill is essentially a gag order to all teachers across 
our state. It’s message is loud and clear: Only teach the 
history we agree with, or we’ll cancel you.

4. This bill also makes it harder for school districts to 
offer inclusivity training to their staff. When we surveyed 
teachers in the fall of 2020, 70 percent of teachers said 
they’ve never received any kind of training on how 
to support their LGBTQ students. Our state should be 
making it easier for teachers to understand and support 
their diverse students, not harder.

Sixty-five percent of West Virginians under the 
age of 40 don’t know that 6 million Jewish 
people died in the Holocaust, according to a 
nonprofit that works to secure material  
compensation for Holocaust survivors.

In a 2018 survey, only 8 percent of high school 
seniors could correctly identify slavery as the 
central cause of the Civil War, according to the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

In that same 2018 survey from the SPLC,  
two-thirds of seniors didn’t know it took a  
Constitutional Amendment to end slavery.
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Surveys consistently show the next  
generation lacks understanding of major 
historical events, including the history of 
slavery and the Holocaust. We can’t afford 
to make it harder for educators to teach 
these topics.

House Bill 4011 is a deceptively named 
bill designed to intimidate teachers in 
West Virginia from discussing important 
issues like racism, sexism, homophobia 
and transphobia with their students.  
This bill is extremely broad, and will have 
a chilling effect on free speech.
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