
Oppose Senate Bill 71

1. This bill, as currently written, will threaten the local  
ordinances adopted by Charleston and Morgantown 
that ban conversion therapy, and it will scare future 
communities from even considering similar bans. These 
local bans DO NOT have any impact on a mental 
health professional’s license to practice in the state. 

2. Conversion therapy is a pseudoscientific practice 
where a medical provider attempts to change  
someone’s sexual orientation or gender identity.  
It’s an outdated practice that science has shown  
doesn’t work. Every major medical association in  
the country opposes this abusive practice.

3. Banning this practice is about protecting the  
wellbeing and mental health of vulnerable children.  
Children subjected to conversion therapy are 92%  
more likely to have thoughts of suicide. Conversion 
therapy survivors are typically left with years of  
trauma to overcome, stemming from an unscientific 
practice they never had a choice to receive.

4. Similar laws banning conversion therapy are on the 
books in 25 states and more than 70 municipalities. 
These laws are constitutional and do not violate our 
religious liberties, they merely protect children from  
this abuse.

5. Every community is different, and they need  
the ability to develop their own policies to reflect the 
unique needs and values of the people living there. City 
councils and local governments know the values of 
their community and what is best for the people who 
live there. These leaders are people we see every day at 
the grocery store, at school events, walking their dogs 
in our community — and they can best respond to the 
changing needs of the local area.
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The following organizations  
oppose conversion threapy:

A 2019 report from UCLA’s Williams Institute 
estimates that 700,000 people across the country 
have been subjected to conversion therapy. Data 
from the Trevor Project shows that 10 percent of 
Black LGBTQ youth reported having undergone 
conversion therapy, with 82 percent reporting it 
happened before age 18.

SB 71, as recently amended, will prevent 
municipalities from protecting their 
LGBTQ youth from the dangerous  
practice of conversion therapy.
Tell lawmakers to remove the new language  
in Section 3, Subsection 9!

How common is conversion threapy?


