
March 10, 2022

Dear West Virginia Legislators,

We represent a collection of medical professionals and organizations across the state of West
Virginia, and we have joined together to urge you to oppose Senate Bill 71. Among other things,
this bill will overturn two local ordinances adopted by cities to protect their LGBTQ youth from
the dangerous and discredited practice of conversion therapy, which is sometimes known as
“reparative therapy.” The cities of Charleston and Morgantown have already adopted such
ordinances. If Senate Bill 71 is signed into law, those two ordinances will be overturned and
other cities would be prevented from even considering a similar ordinance.

Every major medical association in our state — and, in fact, nationwide — opposes the use of
conversion therapy for minors. That’s because there is no peer-reviewed, empirical data to
support its effectiveness, and because it poses a significant risk to the children who are subjected
to it. Children who are forced into this pseudoscientific practice are at greater risk of depression,
anxiety, and even suicide. It is crucial that the Legislature of West Virginia addresses the danger
conversion therapy poses to LGBTQ youth. Until that happens, though, we urge you to reject
efforts to prevent municipalities from taking action.

The two local bans on conversion therapy that have been adopted are more limited than
proposals you may have seen to ban the practice at the state level. These local bans have no
impact on a medical or mental health professional’s license to operate in the state.

The medical community has been clear for many, many years that a person’s sexual orientation
or gender identity is an intrinsic part of who they are as human beings, and this needn’t be
changed by the medical community.

Please oppose Senate Bill 71. Thank you.
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