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website!



Welcome to
The Fairness Prom
Welcome to The Fairness Prom! Prom can be  
a scary time for any high school student. You 
probably remember all of the things that could  
go wrong — finding a date, picking out the perfect 
outfit, and that anxious feeling when the music 
starts to slow down and your date moves in for 
a slow dance. As stressful as all that is, LGBTQ 
students often worry about something else — will I 
be welcome?

Some schools have tried to ban gay students  
from bringing same-gender dates to prom, and 
others have tried to enforce strict gender-based 
dress codes. Luckily, things have changed a lot 
in recent years to make sure every student can 
participate. But that progress doesn’t make up for 
the fact that too many LGBTQ people missed out 
on an important milestone.

Prom should be a night where everyone gets the 
chance to dance and celebrate with their friends 
as their authentic selves. That’s what we’re trying 
to do with our gala this year.

It’s hard to imagine a part of our work that’s  
more important than standing up for LGBTQ 
youth. Politicans across the counry are proposing 
laws that will harm these kids, particularly  
transgender kids. That’s why instead of running 
from the problem, we’re leaning in. We launched 
the Safe & Healthy Schools Initiative to make sure 
we’re doing everything we can to keep our kids 
safe, supported and prepared to become the 
leaders of tomorrow.

To ensure that young LGBTQ people can  
thrive like they deserve and live free from the 
pseudoscientific abuse known as conversion  
therapy, our state must pass the Youth Mental 
Health Protection Act. Every major medical  
association agrees that conversion therapy is 
dangerous and harmful. But we’re not waiting for 
the Legislature to act. We’re taking this fight to the 
local level, and we’re helping cities adopt their 
own protections. In less than a year, we’ve helped 
the cities of Charleston, Morgantown, Wheeling 
and Huntington ban this abusive practice.

The question we have to ask ourselves is what kind 
of state do we want to leave behind for our kids? 
The Fairness Act would ensure that no child grows 
up fearing discrimination, and our kids deserve 
nothing less.

When we fight to end discrimination against the 
LGBTQ community, when we push for an end to 
the dangerous and discredited practice of conver-
sion therapy, when we demand that our communi-
ty finally be protected from hate crimes like other 
marginalized groups, when we work to build a 
trans-inclusive community, we do so not just for 
ourselves, but also for the next generation.

Andrew Schneider
Executive Director
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OUR STORY
Fairness West Virginia is the civil rights organization for the Mountain 
State’s LGBTQ community. Our mission is to ensure that lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender West Virginians can be open, honest and safe 
at home, at work and in the community. Fairness was founded more than 
ten years ago by Stephen Skinner, who went on to become the state’s first 
openly gay state legislator, and a group of committed individuals from 
across the state. 

From an initial series of small, grassroots meetings to a now vibrant  
organization with thousands of dedicated supporters from every part of 
the state, Fairness has continued to grow and lead pro-equality efforts 
in the state. Fairness West Virginia Institute, the public education and  
outreach arm of the organization, tells powerful stories about LGBTQ 
West Virginians and our allies, and looks forward to the day when all 
of West Virginia’s citizens are equal and treated with the fairness and  
dignity they deserve. 



MEET THE TEAM

Staff

Board of Directors
Aisha Reikow, Chair FWVI, Martinsburg
Patrick Folio, Chair FWV, Clarksburg
Jan Rader, Vice-Chair FWVI & FWV, Huntington
Chris Walters, Treasurer FWVI & FWV, Charleston
Donte Newsom, Secretary FWVI & FWV, Ridgeley
Joseph Merceruio, FWVI & FWV, Martinsburg
Rev. Betsy Walker, FWVI & FWV, Lewisburg
Sam Green, FWVI & FWV, Huntington
Alicia Sanders, FWVI & FWV, Wardensville

Andrew Schneider, Executive Director
Jack Jarvis, Communications Director
Isabella Cortez, Gender Policy Manager
Paula Kerner, Program Manager
Yvonne Lee-Long, Voter Engagement Organizer
Laura Gunnoe, Administrative Associate
Ethan Combs, Intern



• Event Chair Aisha Reikow, for  
dedicating so much of her time and  
energy toward organizing this gala

• All of the members of the gala’s  
planning committee: Patrick Folio,  
Joseph Mercurio, Chris Walters, Jan 
Rader, Donte Newsom, Sam Green, 
and our staff

• Our fabulous new intern Ethan Combs
• Each and every one of our dedicated 

board members
• All of our generous financial supporters
• All of our volunteers

Grapes & Grains Gourmet
Berdine’s Five & Dime
Sandra Knowles
Ranger Jane’s
Senator Owens L. Brown
Zenclay Studio
Herb Treger
Delegate Evan Hansen
Dawn Warfield
Julie Archer

John Taylor
Harvey & Naomi Cohen
Branden Jarrell
Chris Middleton
Chris Cavender
Robert & Deborah Rodecker
Mary Anderson
Charlotte’s Cafe
Sonya Armstrong
Andrew Noyes

John & Jim 10/8/2022
Tony Gregory & Jeff Wilson
Will Laird & Emily Chittenden
Corey Palumbo
Chuck Smith
Gayle-Twigger Shaw
Meg Squier & Larry Levine
Millie Snyder
Kristin Loken
Councilwoman Holly Mount

SPECIAL THANKS
Student Scholarship Sponsors

Event Organizers & Supporters
I want to thank and acknowledge the following people for their above and beyond 
assistance in making The Fairness Prom possible:



SILENT AUCTION

Aucion closes at 9:30 P.M.

Once again our silent auction is being held virtually. Scan 
the QR Code on the right side of this page to check out all 
of the items we have up for auction. Use this same website 
to place your bids throughout the night. Our supporters are 
bidding at home, too! So bid early, and bid often.

We’re excited to offer 18 different travel experiences this 
year, including international trips and a series of in-state get-
aways curated to fit your style. These vacation packages can 
take you around the world. Whether you’re looking for a 
weekend trip to Lewisburg, or a week-long stay in Ireland, 
we’ve got something for you.

SCAN ME
Need help  

accessing the  
auction from 
your phone?

Our staff and 
volunteers are 
ready to help!



SCHEDULE
6 — 7

7

7:45

Reception

Welcome & Dinner    
     Welcoming remarks by Aisha Reikow

     Patrick Folio and Chris Walters

State of Equality Address
     Remarks by Andrew Schneider, 

     Executive Director of Fairness West Virginia

Dancing to follow

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Chris Walters is the treasurer of Fairness 
West Virginia and Fairness West Virginia 
Institute. He is a former state Senator. As 
the first elected Republican in the state  
Legislature to be the lead sponsor of the 
Fairness Act, Chris has long stood out as a 
supporter of equality for all people. Chris 
is the owner of Integrity Insurance Group.



Safe & Healthy Schools
Supporting LGBTQ Youth Across West Virginia

We’re proud to officially launch our new Safe & Healthy Schools Initiative! 
With this exciting new program, we’re going to dramatically expand  
our work to build a culture of LGBTQ inclusivity in schools across the  
Mountain State.

With this program, our team will train educators on comprehensive,  
evidence-based strategies for supporting LGBTQ students — strategies 
they can implement right now. We’ll also help schools adopt policies and 
best practices that make our classrooms safer for all students.

Did You Know?

20%
of WV’s LGBTQ  

students skip high 
school out of fear for 

their safety

45%
of WV’s lesbian &  gay 
high school students 

have seriously  
considered suicide

61%
of transgender  

youth are victims of 
bullying nationwide



WEST VIRGINIA | NORTH CAROLINA | PENNSYLVANIA | VIRGINIA | GEORGIA

www.spilmanlaw.com | 1.800.967.8251
Responsible Attorney: Michael J. Basile | This is an attorney advertisement.

PROUD TO SUPPORT
Fairness West Virginia

We know that 1 in 5 LGBTQ people aren’t  
registered to vote, and Fairness WV is pledging 

to change that. We’re making sure that everyone 
knows exactly what’s at stake in this election.

Our new Election Center has everything you  
need to get registered to vote, find your polling 

location, and research the candidates.

fairnesswv.org/vote





We appreciate the power of working 
together to build a stronger community 
for all.  





CASCI is committed to 
diversity and inclusion.

To fulfi ll our mission of providing valuable health benefi t services 
to customers, we rely on our talented associates and 

their different experiences and backgrounds. 
When associates are valued equally, it makes the company stronger.

Begin your future at cascicareers.com

Connect with us @CASCIwv



LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE 

ACTEQUALITY





Proud to 
support all.

When a community is strong, it’s 
more than a collection of streets 
and buildings. It’s a place that 
nurtures and helps its residents 
thrive. That’s what happens when 
people share the commitment to 
make things better together. 
That’s why we’re proud to 
support Fairness West Virginia.

Community 
is the 
commitment 
we make to 
each other

Fifth Third Bank, National Association. Member FDIC.
CS4575





Cameron Vance, Agent
304-744-4000

camvance.com

An emerging news and 
storytelling organization 
centering Black voices 
from the Mountain State

SUPPORT BBG 
DONATE

blackbygod.org



HUNTINGTON IS OPEN TO ALL

MAYOR STEVE WILLIAMS
HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 

National League of Cities, City Cultural Diversity Award • 2018 Power of One Award

OPENOPEN
To AllTo All



MOUNTAIN
QUEERS ARE

ALWAYS FREE
Re-Elect Danielle Walker for

House of Delegates - District 81

Paid for by Friends of Danielle Walkerwww.daniellewalkerwv.com











Enjoy 

The

Fairness Prom !

Delegate 
Dave Pethtel

Paid for by Dave Pethtel For House 2020. Mary Ann Pethtel, Treasurer



Paid for by Friends of Katie Fallon

Strengthen Public
Education
Protect the
Environment
Support Workers
and the Economy
Champion for
Equality

 Let's Work Together to:

NEW District 82
Cheat Lake to Baker's Ridge 

& North to the PA Border

Your Vote Counts!
Vote on November 8 or Vote Early!



My husband, 
Joe Hample 

(at left), and 
I wish you the 

Best Prom ever!

www.barry4congress2022.com



PROUD GOLD SPONSOR OF
THE FAIRNESS PROM

OGLEBAY.COM



/what-is-dowww.WVSOM.edu

takes pride in supporting the
2022 Fairness West Virginia Gala

 West Virginia School of  
Osteopathic Medicine

What is a D.O.?
Scan to hear from WVSOM faculty 
and students about the advantages 
of osteopathic medicine.

Marshall University is proud 
to support Fairness WV and 

promote inclusivity, love 
and respect throughout our 
wild and wonderful home. 

We stand for and welcome all.





Fighting for Fairness





PEACE,
JUSTICE,
FREEDOM,
& DIGNITY
FOR ALL.

YWCA Charleston has an
obligation to uphold the

dignity of all people, and we 
are proud to support

Fairness WV in the fight for 
fairness and equality.Charleston, WV



Celebrating Fairness
West Virginia’s
accomplishments!
Creating a fairer
future for our state. PrEP  •  HIV and STI/STD Treatment  •  Hormone Therapy

Help for Substance Abuse  •  Behavioral Health

Dental and Vision  •  Pharmacy On Site  •  Bloodwork/Labs

 1520 Washington St E

 (304) 414-5930

wvhealthright.org

Toll-free:1-877-565-4423
camc.org/RyanWhite

to increase access to services for individuals 
at-risk, or infected with, HIV disease and to 
provide quality, comprehensive patient care 
in a safe environment for all, including 
LGBTQ West Virginians.

CAMC Memorial 
Hospital

Charleston, WV

1838 Harper Road
Beckley, WV

Our missionOur missionOur missionOur mission...



Lost River Pride Festival
June 17th, 2023

Save the Date!



It takes no compromising
to give people their rights.

It takes no money
to respect the individual.

It takes no survey
to remove repressions.

- HARVEY MILK

BeckleyPride.org • BeckleyWVPride@gmail.com

Thank you Fairness WV for your advocacy and 
thank you WV Pride organizations for your visibility!











We would like to thank Fairness West Virginia for its tireless work 
on behalf of our LGBTQ community. 

 

 
 

B’nai Sholom Congregation 
949 10th Avenue Huntington, WV 25701 
(304) 522-2980/www.wv-bnaisholom.org 

Rabbi Robert D Judd 
 
 







THESIGNOFTHEGOLDENRABBIT.COM





First Presbyterian Church
456 Spruce Street
Morgantown, WV 26501

304 296-8236

Our LGBTQ
community has 
served at every 
level in our church 
from Pastor to 
valued member. 
All are welcome 
and cherished at 
FPC.

FPC,
WELCOMING 

DIVERSITY
ALWAYS











B R U N C H
EVERY        SUNDAY 10AM-2PM



We Do more than copiers!
Multi Function Printing Systems
Production Printing
Managed IT Services

Document Management
Managed Print Services (MPS)
Postage Meters

2016 - 2020

PRO-TECH
SERVICE CENTER

KONICA MINOLTA AUTHORIZED

Since 2016
Authorized Dealer

500 D Street, South Charleston, WV 25303 
Phone: (304) 744-7440 • www.komaxwv.com 





















Stand Strong!

 

1017 Washington Street East
     Lewisburg WV     

304.520.4921
bellagourmetwv.com

At Bella, we're so happy to support

Congratulations to Fairness WV for 
perseverance in  moving toward the 

goal of Justice for All! 

 

 

Celebrating the progress towards 
full equality 

Saddles & Smiles is proud to support 
the Gala and the mission of  

Fairness West Virginia. 
 

Come See us in Canaan Valley – 
Davis, WV 

Saddlesandsmiles.org 
 

 



 

Bring this Coupon in to receive 
20% off a single-item pottery 

purchase! 

Tuesday - Thursday: 10 - 7
Friday: 9 - 4:30
Saturday: 9 - 2

CLOSED Sunday & Monday





301-733-0330   n  www.brooklane.org

Brook Lane supports 
fairness and equality in the 

access to mental and 
behavioral health care services.

Locations in Hagerstown and Frederick, Maryland
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